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About the Emblem

The purpose of the Ad Altare Dei (To the Altar of God) program is to help Roman Catholic Youth develop a Christian way of life within their faith community.  The program is organized into an introduction chapter, followed by seven chapters each relating to one of the seven sacraments.

Eligibility

Registered youth in a BSA Troop and active for at least six months.

Scout should be age 13 or older.  

Scout should be in at least 6th grade.

Roman Catholic Scout who’s family is registered at a parish in a local Diocese.
Requirements

Only eight scouts per class.  

Each scouts must have his own Ad Altare Dei Activity Book (Revision 12/2011).  Counselor has these books available the first day for $5 each.

Each scout should have a Bible to bring with him for meetings and for completing homework.

Each scout should bring a notebook and a pen to each meeting.

It takes about 8 weeks for meetings, spread out over several months, and the projects and retreat continue through the winter.

Meeting time (tentative) at 4:30PM-6:00 PM at St. Gregory the Great Roman Catholic Church in Hamilton Square, NJ.  (If the scout wants, he can attend Sunday mass at 6PM after class.)

Meeting Dates (tentative): to be determined.  Saturdays or earlier/later meeting time may substituted if scouts vote to do so and classroom available.

Each scout should make every effort to attend a meeting.  More than two skipped meetings will result in the scout not receiving the emblem.

Each scout MUST attend either a Scout day of Recollection or a religious/spiritual retreat during this program.  This cannot be a CCD or local parish activity. 

Each scout must complete an external social ministry project. (We may work as a team and will discuss as part of the program.)

Scout should regularly participate in Sunday worship services.

There will be homework to complete with each chapter.

After completion of the requirements in the Ad Altare Dei Scout Manual, a Board of Review is conducted by the Trenton Diocese Catholic Committee on Scouting (held in mid-January in Morganville, NJ area).

Medals are awarded by the Trenton Diocese Catholic Committee on Scouting at a service held the first Sunday in March.

Getting Started

Contact the program counselor, Marilyn Yasko at marilyn.yasko@gmail.com  or John Lyons at lyonsfamily35@gmail.com to confirm one of the remaining spots.  CONTACT NO LATER THAN Saturday, April 15,2017

Obtain an Ad Altare Dei manual or purchase one for $5 during the first meeting.

Obtain the signatures of your Parent, Scoutmaster and your parish Pastor by the second meeting.

Contact to be made through parents only.

